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basis of yellow or red parent material, occur on the marine
terrace.
(ii) Above this zone, where the climate still remains warm,
there is a belt of weakly podsolized, brown forest soils.
(iii) This is succeeded by a higher zone of more strongly
podsolized brown forest soils.
(iv) Finally there is a zone of sub-Alpine meadow, and
Alpine soils.
The Arid Eastern Slopes
These occur in the vicinity of Armenia and the Caspian
Sea. As a result of the increase of moisture due to the elevation
of the land, the soils change from an arid type on the lower
slopes (grey desert soils) through zones of more humid types
(chestnut, brown, and black) to the black meadow soils,
sub-Alpine, and high Alpine meadow and turf soils.
THE CRIMEAN MOUNTAINS
Since these mountains do not reach the high altitudes of
the Caucasian Mountains, they possess only a southern brown
forest soil zone and a northern black soil zone, the latter
being in effect similar to a vertical zone between the chestnut
soils which cover the northern part of the peninsula and the
brown soils of the southern mountain ranges.
THE MOUNTAINS OF CENTRAL ASIA
The soils on the slopes are graded vertically from the grey
desert soils of the lowlands through a chestnut^arid black soil
zone on the lower slopes to the soils of the sub-Alpine and
Alpine meadow type.
The Southern Urals, the Altai, and the Mountains to the
South of Lake Baikal
In these areas the climate becomes cooler and moister in
proportion to the increase in elevation. Chestnut soils occur